SINCE the Vernes Reaction for syphilis was introduced into this country in I928 by Ofenheim,' it has been adopted by a number of English laboratories, and favourable references to it have appeared in the literature. The method has several advantages. The technique (Vernes,2 Baylis et al.3) is comparatively simple, the personal factor is as far as possible eliminated by mechanical means, and a numerical value is obtained for the degree of flocculation occurring on mixing a given serum with the standard colloidal suspension of antigen. By this means cases under treatment may be closely followed, and the fall in flocculation-value noted on the administration of different drugs.
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Up to the present, however, no actual results have been published in England. This is perhaps partly due to the fact that the author of the test attaches much more importance as evidence of syphilis to fluctuation in the flocculation-value in the individual on repeated testing than to a single raised value, and consequently refrains from defining the numerical limits of the " doubtful " group. As, however, the value of any test for diagnostic purposes will be considerably affected by the percentage of cases requiring a second examination (even if a repetition will result in a definite diagnosis being given), it was decided to report the present series from the point of view of a single examination. The sera have been arbitrarily grouped into those giving a V.R. of 0-4, those with V.R. 5-9, and those where the V.R. is IO 
RESULTS
Of the I,ooo sera examined, 467 were from individuals who were known to be or have been syphilitic, and 533 from cases free from syphilitic in fection. Doubtful cases have been as far as possible excluded. Of the syphilitics, 54 were untreated cases and 413 treated; in the great majority of the latter, " treatment " represented at least one full course of intravenous or intramuscular arsenic with bismuth or mercury in addition.
It will be obvious that in assessing the value of individual estimations, the most significant results will be those obtained in cases of untreated syphilis and in nonsyphilitics; in treated cases it is not possible to say absolutely without a long subsequent clinical record whether the serum reaction has become negative prematurely or not. The untreated cases have therefore been reported fully, the results in the treated and nonsyphilitic cases tabulated. From these results it would appear that the V.R. tends to return to normal in treated syphilis more rapidly than does the W.R.
In 533 non-syphilitic cases, the Vernes reaction was below 5 in 5o8 (95-3 per cent.), between 5 and 9 in 20 (3-8 per cent.), and IO or over in 5 (o09 per cent.). The latter group showed a maximum reading of i6. The corresponding figures for the W.R. were: negative in 5I7 (97 per cent.), ± in I5 (2-8 per cent.), positive in i (o02 per cent.). CONCLUSION In the above study of I,OOO sera the Vernes reaction appeared from the point of view of diagnosis on a single estimation to be definitely less valuable than the Wassermann. It would seem that most assistance will be obtained from the test when it is used in conjunction with the Wassermann; this applies particularly to cases under treatment, where the Vernes reaction alters the more rapidly.
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